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Sultan Qaboos University's experience in preparing teacher of art in the light
of Academic Accreditation Standards
Mohammed Al-Amri
Associate professor of Art and Education
Sultan Qaboos University, Oman

Since the establishment of the Art Education Department at Sultan Qaboos
University (SQU) in 1991, we have sought to improve the processes of art teacher
preparation through reviewing and changing study programs which often takes
place every four or five years. However, these changes are superficial in depth
based on removing courses and adding another or cancelling some courses which
made the process of development look like a flagging process without reaching the
targeted goals. In the last five years, the college of education at SQU has made
comprehensive and radical changes in teacher preparation system, starting with the
establishment of the college conceptual framework and its preparation standards
based on international system of teachers preparation and ending with e-
assessment system (Live Text) for teacher preparation process.

In order to prepare distinguished graduates with higher standards who could
work in the 21% century schools, it has been necessary to associate internationally
with the most important institutions for teacher preparation at the general level as
well as at specialist level. At the general level, the program was linked to National
Council of Accreditation for Teacher Education (NCATE) which is now known as
the Council for the Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAPE). At the
specialization level, it is also connected to with National Association of Schools of
Art and Design (NASAD) in order to seek to NASAD international substantial
equivalency for art teacher preparation program at SQU.

This research aims to present the initial experience of SQU in preparing
teachers of art in the light of Academic Accreditation Standards. This will be done
through reviewing and analysing the most important key steps of academic
accreditation, college conceptual framework, assessment tools of the program and
new form of field experience and student teaching with references to its
assessment tools.
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